Navigating the waters of pharmacy regulations in hospice care. Facing a common scenario: why can it be so difficult to obtain emergency medications?
Imagine a common scenario that faces many hospice clinicians: It is 1 a.m., and the sister of your newest patient just called the on-call service to alert your hospice that the patient is in excruciating pain. In fact, the patient's pain is so bad that she is asking whether she should take her to the nearest hospital emergency room. You anticipated this pain, of course, but the patient did not have moderate or severe pain to this point, and the physician wouldn't agree to provide a small supply of morphine to have on hand.